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Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 172.864 

(1) In foods as a lubricant, binder, 
and defoaming agent in accordance 
with good manufacturing practice. 

(2) As a component in the manufac-
ture of other food-grade additives. 

(d) To assure safe use of the additive, 
the label and labeling of the additive 
and any premix thereof shall bear, in 
addition to the other information re-
quired by the Act, the following: 

(1) The common or usual name of the 
acid. 

(2) The words ‘‘food grade’’ in jux-
taposition with and equally as promi-
nent as the name of the acid. 

[42 FR 14491, Mar. 15, 1977, as amended at 49 
FR 10105, Mar. 19, 1984; 78 FR 71465, Nov. 29, 
2013] 

§ 172.863 Salts of fatty acids. 
The food additive salts of fatty acids 

may be safely used in food and in the 
manufacture of food components in ac-
cordance with the following prescribed 
conditions: 

(a) The additive consists of one or 
any mixture of two or more of the alu-
minum, calcium, magnesium, potas-
sium, and sodium salts of the fatty 
acids conforming with § 172.860 and/or 
oleic acid derived from tall oil fatty 
acids conforming with § 172.862. 

(b) The food additive is used or in-
tended for use as a binder, emulsifier, 
and anticaking agent in food in accord-
ance with good manufacturing prac-
tice. 

(c) To assure safe use of the additive, 
the label and labeling of the additive 
and any premix thereof shall bear, in 
addition to the other information re-
quired by the Act, the following: 

(1) The common or usual name of the 
fatty acid salt or salts contained there-
in. 

(2) The words ‘‘food grade,’’ in jux-
taposition with and equally as promi-
nent as the name of the salt. 

§ 172.864 Synthetic fatty alcohols. 
Synthetic fatty alcohols may be safe-

ly used in food and in the synthesis of 
food components in accordance with 
the following prescribed conditions: 

(a) The food additive consists of any 
one of the following fatty alcohols: 

(1) Hexyl, octyl, decyl, lauryl, 
myristyl, cetyl, and stearyl; manufac-
tured by fractional distillation of alco-

hols obtained by a sequence of oxida-
tion and hydrolysis of organo-alu-
minums generated by the controlled re-
action of low molecular weight 
trialkylaluminum with purified ethyl-
ene (minimum 99 percent by volume 
C2H4), and utilizing the hydrocarbon 
solvent as defined in paragraph (b) of 
this section, such that: 

(i) Hexyl, octyl, decyl, lauryl, and 
myristyl alcohols contain not less than 
99 percent of total alcohols and not less 
than 96 percent of straight chain alco-
hols. Any nonalcoholic impurities are 
primarily paraffins. 

(ii) Cetyl and stearyl alcohols con-
tain not less than 98 percent of total 
alcohols and not less than 94 percent of 
straight chain alcohols. Any non-
alcoholic impurities are primarily 
paraffins. 

(iii) The synthetic fatty alcohols con-
tain no more than 0.1 weight percent of 
total diols as determined by a method 
available upon request from the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs. 

(2) Hexyl, octyl, and decyl; manufac-
tured by fractional distillation of alco-
hols obtained by a sequence of oxida-
tion, hydrolysis, and catalytic hydro-
genation (catalyst consists of copper, 
chromium, and nickel) of organo-alu-
minums generated by the controlled re-
action of low molecular weight 
trialkylaluminum with purified ethyl-
ene (minimum 99 percent by volume 
C2H4), and utilizing an external coolant 
such that these alcohols meet the spec-
ifications prescribed in paragraph (a)(1) 
(i) and (iii) of this section. 

(3) n-Octyl; manufactured by the 
hydrodimerization of 1,3-butadiene, fol-
lowed by catalytic hydrogenation of 
the resulting dienol, and distillation to 
produce n-octyl alcohol with a min-
imum purity of 99 percent. The analyt-
ical method for n-octyl alcohol entitled 
‘‘Test Method [Normal-octanol]’’ dated 
October 2003, and printed by Kuraray 
Co., Ltd., is incorporated by reference. 
The Director of the Office of the Fed-
eral Register approves this incorpora-
tion by reference in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. You 
may obtain a copy from the Office of 
Food Additive Safety, 5100 Paint 
Branch Pkwy., College Park, MD 20740, 
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